
 

Why do Schools have Governors? 

In England, Wales and Northern Ireland every state school must, by law, have a governing body. 

Their job is to provide strategic management to the school, acting as a ‘critical friend’, support-

ing staff but asking the difficult questions too. Their 3 key functions are:  

1. To ensure the school’s strategic vision is clear.  

2. To hold the Head teacher accountable for the educational performance of pupils.  

3. To oversee the budget, making sure all money is well spent.  
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Introduction 

A big welcome back to you all and a very warm welcome to our new reception parents / carers 

and children. We hope you are all well and have managed to stay safe during the past few chal-

lenging months.  

We are now back to a new school year that may seem very different on the outside, but we assure 

you that the children will be having a lovely time within school and have adapted to the “new” 

ways very quickly.  They are our priority, as always, and we look forward to seeing them grow and 

thrive. 

We continue to thank you for your co-operation during these “different” times and look forward 

to working with you during the coming academic year. 

Who are Governors and what do they do? 

Governors are volunteers who attend meetings and work to further the school’s development.   

Together with the headteacher, responsibilities of governing bodies include: 

 developing the school’s strategic plan 

 determining aims, policies and priorities 

 setting targets 

 monitoring and evaluating 

 deciding the number of staff 

 overseeing the use of the school’s budget 

 securing high levels of attendance and good standards of pupil behaviour 

Governors provide the headteacher with support and advice, drawing on their knowledge and ex-

perience.  



 

Chair of Governors             Headteacher         Staff Governor 

     Dawn Curry                          Sarah Lockwood                           Katie Wileman 

 

LA Governor – Michelle Emmens 

Parent Governor – Susan Whitfield 

Co-opted Governor – Eileen Charlton 

Co-opted Governor – Angela Chappell 

Clerk to Governors – Michelle Freeland 

Vacancies 

There are vacancies for 2 new parent gover-

nors.  Nomination papers and further infor-

mation will be sent out w/c 9th November 

2020.   

Governor Meetings 

Governor meetings are held 6 times a year.  At the moment these will be online Zoom meetings 

that will take place remotely.  As soon as it is safe to do so we will hold socially distanced meet-

ings in school.  All meetings take place out of school hours (generally from 5.30pm but if work re-

stricts some parents they can begin at 6.00pm).  They last on average 1.5hours. 

Who are the Governors at Holmesdale Infant School? 

School contact info: 

Headteacher – Mrs Sarah Lockwood 

Deputy Headteacher – Mrs Katie Wileman 

School Business Officer – Mrs Michelle Free-
land 

Holmesdale Infant School, The Avenue, 
Dronfield, S18 2LR 

Tel: 01246 413284 Email: in-
fo@holmesdale.derbyshire.sch.uk 


